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GENERA.L INSTRUCTIONS: '
*  This question paper consists of 3 sections: A, 1 and ¢

> .
geclmn A : Reading

. . el

: ;t‘cl!on B : Writing and Grammar
section C : Literature

& .
Attempt all the questions and adhere to the word limit

‘—-——_-_“——-——
Q.No P S-S S—
- Section A (Reading) Marlks

AQI Read the following passage carefully: A
' 1. The choices we make on a daily basis—wearing a seatbelt, lifting heavy objects
correctly or purposely staying out of any dangerous situation—can either ensure our
safety or bring about potentially harmful circumstances.

2. You and I need to make a decision that we are going to get our lives in order.
Exarcising self-control, self-discipline and establishing boundaries and borders inour |
lives are some of the most important things we can do. A life without discipline is one ‘a
that’s filled with carelessness. 'f
3. We can think it’s a kind of exciting to live life on the edge. We like the image of |
“Veah! That’s me! Living on the edge! Woo-hoo!” It's become a popular way to look |
at life. But if you see, even highways have lines, which provide margins for our safety |
while we're driving. If we go over one side, we’ll go into the ditch. If we cross over

the line in the middle, we could get killed. And we like those lines because they help

to keep us safe. Sometimes we don’t even realize how lines help to keep us safe.

4. I’m not proud of this, but for the first 20 years of my life at work, I ignored my
limits. I felt horrible, physically, most of the time. I used to tell myself, “I know I
have limits and that I’ve reached them, but I’'m going to ignore them and see if or
how long I can get by with it.” I ran to doctors, trying to make myself feel better

- through pills, vitamins, natural stuff and anything I could get my hands on. Some of
the doctors would tell me, “It’s just stress.” That just made me mad. I thought stress

meant you don’t like what you do or can’t handle life, and I love what I do. But I kept
pushing myself, travelling, doing speaking engagements and so on— simply

exhausting myself. ' :
5. Finally, I understood I was living an unsustainable life and needed to make some
changes in my outlook and lifestyle. ‘

6. You and I don’t have to be like everyone else or keep up with anyone elfse. Each of
us needs to be exactly the way we are, and we don’t have to apologiz.e for it. We’re
not all alike, and we need to find a comfort zone in which we can enjoy our lives
instead of making ourselves sick with an overload of stress and pressure.

Answer the following questions, based on the passage given above.

tude when he ignored his limits?

i) Which words describe the writer’s atti
1. Careless 2. Happy 3. Adventurous 4. Reclf.less -
a)2and3 b) 1 and 4 "~ ¢)3and4 i d) 1 an
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Q2.

b
o "living on the edge
ii) Why do some people €njoy living
a) They always wan! somethin

b) They are forced to do 80 "_-‘- 2
: hanges in life

¢) They do not like ¢ ! ' s
d) They are afraid of following ruies.

g new and exciting.

others.

Loumstances” means situations that can be:
iif) The phrase “potentially harmful circumstances

a) Very dangerous.

b) A little dangerous.
¢) Possibly dangerous.
d) Never dangerous.

iv) What does ‘outlook’ mean in the passage?
1. A person’s way of thinking about life.

2. A person’s memories of life.

3. A person’s general attitude towards life.

4. A person’s sadness about life.

a) 1 and 4 b)2 and 3 c) 3 and 4 d) 1and3

v) What is the main idea of the passage?

a) We should balance work and fun in life.

b) We should always try new things.

c) Life is about taking risks and ignoring rules.

d) Life is like a bicycle, and we must keep moving.

vi) Infer from the line “You and I don’t have to be like everyone else or keep up with
anyone else.” :

vii) According to the passage, why is it important to have discipline and set
boundaries in life?

viii) The words "yeah" and "woo-hoo!" are colloquial words. Which of these isnota
colloquial word?

a) Cool b) Dude c) Stress d) Wanna

ix) What does the author mean by “to get our lives in order”? .

a) To start life again. b) To make our lives neat and organized.
¢) To forget our past. d) To follow what others, do.

Read the following passage carefully:

1. In a recent study examining the relationship between biodiversity and agriculture,
scientists observed that regions practicing traditional farming methods exhibited a
richer diversity of both plant and animal species. These areas also demonstrated more
resilience to environmental changes, such as droughts and pest invasions.

found in regions where communities have lived in harmony with nature for. 3
generations. These methods often involve crop rotation, agroforestry and the use of
natural fertilizers. . ;

3. On the other hand, only about 20% of modern, intensive farming regions reported

2. It was noted that around 70% of traditional farming practices across the globe are : -

similar levels of biodiversity, highlighting the negative impact of monocultures and '

P5ge- 2

chemical fertilizers on local ecosystems. However, around 10% of modern farms are -
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i \‘ hat does the use of the phr
mdlc.c-nc about his/her observation? |
t—g; ;ll_lhe writer is emphasizing a problem
1€ writer is highlightin reficia
ol g a beneficial outc
(C) The writer is questio o

ter i ning the results.
(D) The writer is presenting a challenge,

g passage given ahave
ase ‘ncher diversity’ by the w

iter, in r-qfa;;-gi«r: i

1. Select the o
Assertion : Ty
Reason : The
(A) Both the
the assertion.
(B) Both the assertion and reason are true
explanation of the assertion. |
(C) The assertion is true, but the reason is false. '
(D) The assertion is false, but the reason is true. !

ption that is true for the assertion and reason given below.

aditional farming methods help preserve biodiversity.

se methods rely on crop rotation and agroforestry.

assertion'and reason are true, and the reason is the correct explanation of |

, but the reason is not the correct |

iii. Identify the word in the passage that suggests the negative effects of modern
farming methods on biodiversity.

iv. How do traditional farming practices contribute to environmental sustainability?

v. Read the given prompt and select the correct option in the brackets to fill in the
blank.

Lila's village, a farming method that avoids synthetic chemicals is widely practiced.

The percentage of traditional farming techniques would fall under (60% /
30% /10%)

vi. What does the higher percentage of biodiversity stemming from multi-cropping
systems suggest about traditional farming methods?

vii. Complete the sentence suitably.

The widespread use of natural fertilizers in traditional farming techniques -
demonstrates

viii. Complete the following with a suitable reason.

The most likely reason the writer believes traditional knowledge should be integrated
with modern farming techniques is because it can
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ix. In the context of the Tast pat
traditional knowledge with modem
agriculture.

Section ~ B (Grammar and Writing)

Q3

li‘\hiaining :
f buses causing risk to the lives
C-156, Residency Road,

Write a letter to the editor of a local an_l-l‘/ co
t‘lfs drivers for rash-driving and overcrowding 0
of innocent school children. You are Dipti/Deepak of
Bengaluru. |
Write an article i o |
R 5 icle in 150-200 words for your school maga
Significance of Ancient Education System of India.”

g |
zine on the topic rr
|
|
s

:tgni‘nsr'thé school | -,.‘.‘l
5 |
|

wn

=

ifamo]la‘start?d writing a story but couldn’t complete it. Taking the help of the

_I_hOI'mz.ltlon given belo\.u, complete the story in about 150-200 words.

ere lived a rich man in Varanasi. He had only one son who had turned ten ...
. ) OR :

,""E:e a speech in 150-200 words on ‘Benefits of early rising’ o be del

goy ¢ morning assembly of your school. You are Karuna/Karan, Head

ivered by you
Girl/Head

e ——

Qs

Complete ANY TEN of twelve of the following tasks, as directed.

1. Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option to complete.
He ~__before the film started.

(a) slept (b) has slept () had slept  (d) will have slept.

the sentence by reporting the dialogue.
Inspector: What are the arrangements made by the school for feeding these

children? _
Principal: Each one of the students is given a

day.
To the query of the inspec
feed the children, the Principal replied that __.

nutritious mid-day meal every

tor about the arrangements made by the school to

3. Select the correct option to fill in the blank for the given line, from an article

from a health magazine.
She __ put her mind on her work for she had

her stomach. .
(a) could not (b) might not (c) need not .(d) dare not

4. Select the option that identifies the error and
following line: Industrial waste must be preven

ption No.- Error Correction J
(2) must should J
(b) preventing prevented
(c) |from of
(d) : polluting ollution - ]

Page- 4

2. Read the conversation between an inspector and the principal. Complete

10

a very sick feeling in the bottom of

supplies the correction for the
ting from polluting our rivers.

I




5. Complete the given narrative, by filling in the hiank wir
’ il s ank with r:.'fu" CArraat ¢ f
et apti
priest : Trust and compassion can reform a nese
. & a pPperson m e Phy A ok e o — "
Ira : Don’t you think the reverse of this approan ) punishmeny
. APPTOACH 18 More affort
When a priest told Ira that trust and COMDASLION car :
more than punishment, she acked him if - S, 1
(a) didn’t he think that the reverse of that annroact
: 3 "k PRroOach wad meves affarsiva
(b) did he not think that the reverse of that ,,L_, oy Pipendy : Vet
. i N i s & ‘uw.. ,.-l,',,',. Yach ¢ 104 | Sy e "“I"n .
(c) he didn’t think that the reverse of that approach had been mare offar:

(d) he didn’t think that the reverse of that approach was more effect

6. 1:i']1 in the blank _by using the correct form of the word 4 e braslint
Rohit (meet) his best friend yesterday. B

7. Convert the following sentence into passive voice.
They helped the new student to complete the assignment.

8. Identify the err(?r.m the given sentence, from a school magazine report and
supply the correction. '

Each and every child were given chocolates.
Use the given format for your response

Error Correction

9. Report the dialogue between Axar and Nilesh, by completing the narration: ﬁ
l

Axar : Where did you spend your holidays?

Nilesh : I went to many hill stations.
Axar asked Nilesh . Nilesh replied that he had gone to many hill stations.

10. Change the following sentence into passive voice
Rohith has written this poem.

11. Select the correct options to complete the blanks in the dialogue between

two people.
A: of these options is correct.

B :- Why don’t you tell me correct option?
(a) either, the (b) neither, the
(¢) neither,a  (d) either, a

12. Select the correct option to fill in the blank for the given line.
I suggest a slight change in your plan? )

(a) May
(b) Would.
(c) Must
(d) Will

Page-5
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Seetion = ( (literature)

e ———— | w!
Read the following extract and answer the questions that follo

Says the ant to the cricket, “I'm your servant and friend,

| But we antg never borrow: we ante never lend

| But tell me, dear eticket, did vou lay nothing by

When the weather was warm?" Quoth the cricket, “Not 1!

[ 1. The ericket’s response to the ant’s questionwasthat ____
| a) he sang through the warm and sunny months of summers

| b) he was sick

]' ¢) he could not find any food to save

| @) he slept at home and didn't want to go outside to collect food

. :
2. Identify the tone of the ant's voice when he says, “we ants never borrow; we ants
never lend”? '

8) humorous  b) serious c) nostalgic  d) aggressive

3. What is the cricket'_s response when asked if he saved anything for the winter?

a) He s.aved enough b) he saved nothing
¢) he didn’t save enough d) none of these

4. The ant's decision not to help the cricket during the winter is justifiable. Do you
agree to the above statement. Give reason,

5. What lesson can be learned from this poem ?
OR
Ah ! then at times I drooping sit,
And spend many an anxious hour.
Nor in my book can I take delight,
Nor sit in learning's bower,
Worn thro' with the dreary shower.
1. At times the school boy sits drooping because
(a) he is always unhappy (b) he wants to sleep.
(c) the atmosphere in the class is not good (d) he has dropped something

2. He cannot take delight in his books because :
() he is attracted towards nature (b) he is dull
(c) he doesn't like to study (d) the books are uninteresting

3. The word dreary means
(a) carefree (b) playful  (c) gloomy (d) worried.

4. What message does the poet want to convey through these lines?

Q7

Then they invited the North Wind to stay with them, and he came. He was wrapped in
furs, and he roared all day about the garden, and blew the chimney-pots down. *“This
is a delightful spot,” he said, “We must ask Hail on a visit.” :

1. Who invited the North Wind? )
a) The children b) the giant and his friend the Cornish ogre

c) the Snow and the Frost d) the Hail

Page-6



{ < (dentify the figure of speech used in the above extract
2.7 e 1) metaphor i) personification  iv) onomatanoe
iy Simats " onomatopoeia
(g) Bol.l'l [I) and (l‘l) (¢ ) both Ef!‘“i and (iv)
o iy and (iv ) 5oth (1) and (iv)
(b (i (ii) and (iv) (&) all of the sharve
I:. 11(‘;':'”)0 1]10 Condi‘]inn “'r”]!‘ “:”f{nﬂ' l',.f]{-‘"?‘ '-'.-.I F' ’-. 'Q' & dviraet
4. Look for the synonym of the word  chartming” from the abave nasaage
OR

My mouth watered, but T wasn’t about to be swept away so easily. In
among the most promising students. In the fourth standard e!ﬂﬁi;. [ had even won 2
scholarship of four rupees a month. Besides, I came from a particularly well-to-do
family, so I enjoyed considerable prestige. I'd never once been E:eazen’m far. On the
contrary, Masterji had got me to beat the other boys. For a child of such status,
standing there in the middle of the bazaar eating jalebis? No. It wasn't right, |

decided. I clenched the rupiyas in my fist and came home.

tehnnl | wase

1. Why did the narrator hesitate to jalebis?

a) He didn’t have enough money

b) He was afraid of being scolded by his parents

¢) He thought it was not appropriate for a student of his status
d) He did not like eating sweets

2. What does the phrase "I clenched the rupiyas in my fist" suggest about the
narrator’s feelings?

a) He was determined not to spend the money

b) He was afraid someone might steal his money

c) He was excited to spend the money later

d) He was confused about what to do with the money

3. What does the extract reveal about the narrator’s character and values?

4. How does the narrator describe his reputation in school, and how does it influence
his decision?

Q8.

Answer any FOUR of the following questions in about 40 words. (3x4=12)

1. Justify the title of the story “The Best Christmas Present in the World”.

2. How does the poet John Keats bring out the beauty of nature during tough
times through his poem “On the Grasshopper and the Cricket?”

3. What are the skills one should have to manage natural calamities like

Tsunami?
4. Analyze Jody's character in brief. How does his interaction with the fawn

reflect his true nature and values?
5. If you were the narrator of the poem, “The Last Bargain” which offer would

you accept and why?

Q9

Answer any TWO of the following questions in about 40 words. (2x3=6)
1. Do you think the treatment given to the camel was justified? Analyse briefly.

2. How did the principal’s words influence Hafeez Contractor?
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1 become & _Eﬂg[?leCT? ‘

3. Under what circumstances did Velt
juestions in details:

Q10

Answer any ONE of the following ¢
Tmagine you experienced a monsoon season just like the days spent by Rus
Write a diary entry recollecting those emotions and experiences. ( A Short Monsoon
Diary)
OR ‘ .
friend discussing how

"Disability as a Source of Creativity" — Write a letter (0 your
Stephen Hawking and Firdaus Kanga turned their disabilities into strength and how

eir experiences shape their achievements and inspire others.

kin Bond.

Q11

" Anmr*er any ONE of the following questions in details:
S ;;’Sio (;z‘lnc:n;;; ;nd selflessness transform the lives of the protagonists_in The
sefish iant e rincess September? Compare and contrast their roles in shaping
: ers’ journeys. What lessons do these stories convey about empathy,
compassion and generosity? '
. OR
i;gf::;;:i C::C:Illfgontatmn the only way to resolve conflicts? What alternative
e used to reach a mutually dcceptable settlement? Hlustrate your

«

answer with references from the story ‘The Fight’

********‘********* sk %k *********‘***'*m**
o 2k ok %k o 3¢ e e ofe ok ok o s kol
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